
The Armor  of God 

Name ____________ Grade_____ 

Small stories. Big ideas. 



 Why do you think we like stories so much?  

Stories are fun! We get to use our imaginations and learn new things through stories. We 

also have an easier time remembering things we learn when we learn them through a 

story. Stories stick with us. Did you know that Jesus told stories, too? Why do you think he 

told stories? Jesus is a really great teacher. He taught important lessons in a lot of differ-

ent ways. One of the ways he used a lot was through telling stories, these stories are 

known as... 

_____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____                                                              

  

Today we are going to start learning about some of the ______________________Jesus 

told. Over the next 9 weeks we will learn about a few of these stories.  You may have 

heard some of these before, and that’s okay. The Word of God is alive and powerful. It 

says so in Hebrews 4:12. It says, “For the Word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper 

than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and 

marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.” This means that even if we read 

the same Bible stories over and over, there is always something new to learn and apply 

to our lives. Even grownups learn new stuff when they read familiar stories from the Bible! 

What is your favorite story or book?  

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Lesson 1  
Small Story: Why Jesus Told Parables (Matthew 13:10-17) 
 

http://ministry-to-children.com/parables-lesson-one/


How do I understand           

parables?  

 

 

Sometimes the parables can be difficult to        

understand. We may hear a good story, but not 

be sure how that parable is supposed to change 

our lives. Jesus told us in the Bible why parables 

are so hard to understand sometimes.  Jesus 

used parables so that we would want to learn 

more and work hard to understand what these 

stories have to say. 

Jesus was a well-known man. Lots and lots of 

people came to listen to what he had to say.  

But not all of these people were really interested 

in learning anything from Jesus. Some of the     

people came to listen to Jesus because they 

were hoping to see him do a miracle, or          

because they wanted to see this man who    

everyone was so excited about. Then there were 

the religious leaders, the Scribes and Pharisees, 

who didn’t want to learn from Jesus at all. They 

just wanted to try and catch him saying      

something wrong so they could arrest him. So all 

sorts of people came out to hear Jesus, but only 

the people who were really interested in learning 

about the Kingdom of Heaven and salvation 

were able to understand the stories. No one else 

could understand what Jesus was teaching in his 

parables because their hearts were hardened 

towards God. 

 Scripture references: 

• Hebrews 4:12 

• Matthew 13:10-17 

• Ephesians 4:18 

• James 1:5 

• James 1:22-25 
Why parables?  

Read Matthew 13:10-17 

          Humble Heart 

                       Read James 1:5 

The opposite of a hardened heart 

is a soft heart, one that is willing to 

let conviction come in and 

change the way we feel. We are 

willing to change the way we feel 

about people and the world so 

we can feel like Jesus does. Ask 

God for help! 

Open Mind 

      Ephesians 4:18 

We definitely don’t 

want to close our 

minds and harden our hearts to 

God! So what’s the opposite of 

closed minds and hard hearts? 

(Allow students to answer.) That’s 

right, the opposite of having a 

closed mind is to have an open 

mind that is willing to learn from 

God. We are willing to change the 

way we think about things so we 

can think like Jesus does. 

Pray and Live         

James 1:22-25 

 

We need to practice the things we 

learn. That includes the things we 

learn from the Bible, too. We need 

to put the lessons we learn from 

the parables into practice and do 

the things we learn in real life. God 

will bless us when we do what we 

learn. 

http://ministry-to-children.com/parables-lesson-one/


Lesson 2  
Small Story: The Story of the Soils (Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23) 
 

Today’s parable is found in Matthew 13:3-9. Listen as I   

read, and picture the story in your mind. Draw a  picture    

of each type of soil in the space provided. Draw an arrow 

and match it to Jesus’ description on the next page. 

Vs 4 Vs 5&6 

Vs 7 Vs 8&9 

Who can sum this story up for me? This is a great parable for us to start with in our study of 

the parables, because it deals with our hearts and how we hear the word of God.  



Repent from your sins 

Ask God for forgiveness 

Read and trust that the  

Bible is true 

Be Patient 

Give your worries to God 

Share seeds of truth with others! 

Jesus explains the parable to his disciples…. Matthew 13:18-23 

19 The seed that fell on the footpath 

represents those who hear the           

message about the Kingdom and 

don’t understand it. Then the evil one 

comes and snatches away the seed 

that was planted in their hearts.  

20 The seed on the rocky soil represents 

those who hear the message and              

immediately receive it with joy. 21 But 

since they don’t have deep roots, they 

don’t last long. They fall away as soon as 

they have problems or are persecuted 

for believing God’s word.  

22 The seed that fell among the thorns represents 

those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the 

message is crowded out by the worries of this life 

and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced.  

23 The seed that fell on good 

soil represents those who truly 

hear and understand God’s 

word and produce a harvest 

of thirty, sixty, or even a hun-

dred times as much as had 

been planted!”  

There is one more very important thing I want you all to know before we wrap up to-

day. In this story, we can picture God as the farmer, the one throwing these seeds into 

all these types of soil. God doesn’t pick just the good soil. God wants EVERYONE to 

hear the good news about his Son Jesus, so he tells everyone.  



Through Parables we learn what Heaven is like, what God is like, and what  

we should do as citizens of Heaven. Today’s passages tells us something new 

about the Kingdom of Heaven, and what the Kingdom of Heaven is like. 

There are six parables in this passage that begin with the phrase, “The        

Kingdom of Heaven is like…” Today we are going to study the first three of 

these “Kingdom of Heaven” parables, and next week we will look at the last 

three. They are all pretty short, but all of them pack a big punch. Teaching 

about the Kingdom of Heaven was a major mission of Jesus in his lifetime, and 

it should be a major mission of ours too. (Matthew 4:17, 23) These parables  

we will study today and next week will give us a    

better picture of what Heaven is like. 

Lesson 3  
Small Story: Stories of the Kingdom (Matthew 13:24-33) 

What do you think of when you              

hear the word “kingdom”? 
 

Jesus isn’t just talking about a place we get to go 

to when we die if we love and follow him. He is 

talking about the reign, the rule of a king.  So the 

kingdom of heaven is wherever the citizens of 

Heaven are.  The Kingdom of Heaven is inside of 

the people who follow Jesus as their king.  Does 

that sound confusing? Well, you’re not alone! That 

is why Jesus told the parables we are about to 

learn. 



Through the three               

parables we have 

looked at today, we 

learned that since we 

belong to the Kingdom 

of Heaven, we live like 

citizens of the Kingdom 

of Heaven. We do this 

by praying for people 

who don’t believe in   

Jesus, and by doing 

things, even little things, 

to show we love Jesus 

our King, and by telling 

everyone we meet that 

Jesus is the King. Next 

week, we will look at 

three more parables 

that teach us even more 

about what it means to 

be a citizen of the    

Kingdom of Heaven! 

Luke 17:20-21 

Matthew 13:31-32 

Matthew 13:33 and 

Matthew 28 

The Pharisees asked Jesus, “When will                       

the Kingdom of God come?” 

What was Jesus’ answer?  

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

How can I lead people to the Kingdom of Heaven? 

I’m just a kid... 

What was Jesus’ answer?  

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

What is my job in the Kingdom? 

What was Jesus’ answer?  

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 



Lesson 4 
Small Story: Stories of the Kingdom Part 2 (Matthew 13:44) 

Game Time: Great Pearl Race (10 min) 

This short story teaches us some very important lessons. Let’s start with the man. It said he  

discovered a treasure hidden in a field. He wasn’t out looking for the Kingdom of Heaven  

on purpose, he just sort of stumbled across it. I love this parable, because it reminds us that 

Jesus is calling everyone to himself, even those 

who aren’t looking for him.  

Example: Saul to Paul       

conversion - Acts 9 

Matthew 13:44 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a 

field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to 

buy the field.” 

     Parables are stories Jesus told to help us learn about what God is like; what 

Heaven is like and what we  should do as citizens of Heaven. Today we will 

be learning about the last three Kingdom of Heaven parables.             

God’s Kingdom is a Treasure (Matthew 13:44) 

http://ministry-to-children.com/story-time-with-jesus-lesson-four/


 Matthew 13:45-46 “Again, the  Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for 

choice pearls. When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned  

and bought it!” 

The first thing to notice here is that this man was on the lookout. Unlike the man in the         

Parable of the Hidden Treasure, the man in the Parable of the Pearl was looking for Jesus. 

You are all lucky, blessed to get to come to church every week and learn about Jesus. 

Many people don’t go to church, and don’t know where to go for the answers to some  

hard questions they may have.  

Life without Jesus can be very lonely, and people who don’t know and follow Him often feel 

lost, and like something is missing in their lives. When that happens, they often go searching 

for something to make them feel like they belong, something to fill the emptiness in their 

lives.  

 

People look all over the place for          

something to fill them up, but there is only 

one thing that will make us feel like we      

belong, and that is a relationship with Jesus 

Christ. The great news is that those who    

really look for Jesus will find Him. 
 

From the Parable of the Pearl, we learn  

that when people look for the truth, they 

find God. We also learned that when we 

follow Jesus, we make sure He is the most             

important relationship in our lives. 

Make a list of things people use to try 

and fill the emptiness they feel inside.  

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 



Lesson 5 
Small Story: The Story of the Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:21-35) 

Who are the three main characters in the story? 

 

 _______________________________          

     

 ________________________________  

                                                             

                

Read Matthew 18:21-35 

_ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ God’s forgiveness covers everything! 

_ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ God’s forgiveness is offered to everyone! 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ God’s forgiveness lasts forever! 



Jesus uses this story to teach us a lesson today. Who do the characters in the story                

represent? 

 

The King represents _________________________ 

The servant who owed a big debt represents _______________ 

 

Now of course we haven’t borrowed money from God. The debt we owe is not financial, 

it is not material. The debt we owe God is spiritual. Let’s have a sword drill to see what 

the Bible has to say about our debt to God.  
 

Read Colossians 2:13-14 

These verses tell us that we have a record of charges, or a list of things we owe God. We 

owe him because we sinned against him. Our sin has separated us from God, and we    

need to be made right with him. The problem is, we can never pay back our debt to God.         

Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death.” Thankfully, Jesus died in our place and 

paid our debt to God. So Romans 6:23 goes on to say, “but the free gift of God is eternal  

life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” Since Jesus has paid the debt that we owe God, we    

can have eternal life! 

 

The end of this parable is a tough warning. What happened to the servant who owed the 

king an unpayable debt after the king discovered he was unwilling to forgive his fellow   

servant?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Forgiving others is not a way to earn a place in the Kingdom of Heaven, it is evidence that 

we have a place in the Kingdom of Heaven. As citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, we     

forgive others their debt against us since Jesus forgave our debt against him. 



Lesson 6 
Small Story: The Son Who Obeyed His Father (Matthew 21:28-32) 

Read Skit on Page 2 

                               Last week’s parable was spoken to people who already                                  

                     followed Jesus. Today’s story was for the priests and elders.                                             

                     What do we know about the Jewish priests and elders of Jesus’ time?  

                               They were not great people. They thought that they had special                          

 privileges  with God, and that they got to go to Heaven because of this. They 

thought they were better than everyone else, and they didn’t follow the commandments 

of the Bible. Instead, they made up a bunch of silly, impossible to follow rules, and ex-

pected everyone to obey those. Why do you think Jesus told this parable to the priests 

and elders? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The priests and the elders were like the second son, who said he would do what his father 

asked him to do, but then didn’t do it. They looked like they were righteous, but they really 

did not love or obey the Lord. Who do you think Jesus is comparing to the first son in the 

story? The first son is like the corrupt people like the tax collectors. These people were seen 

as the worst of the worst in society. It would have shocked and offended the priests and 

elders to hear that these people, who they just saw as dirty sinners, would enter the King-

dom of God before them.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Read Ephesians  2:8-9 to see what God says: 
 

We are saved by grace, and there is nothing we can do to earn our                                    

salvation. We become citizens of Heaven when we believe in God. This is very                   

important to remember: we don’t earn our way into Heaven!  



Two Sons Skit 

Actors needed (Narrator #1, Narrator #2, Dad, Older Son, Younger Son, Jewish Leader) 

Narrator #1: Jesus told parables to help people understand their relationship to God and to 

each other. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus talks about two brothers who are asked to 

help their father.  

One day at breakfast the father asks his oldest child:  

Dad: Son, I need your help with the grapes. The vines are trailing in the dirt and I need 

someone to tie them, or we could lose the whole crop. Would you help me today please?  
 

Older Son: Jeez Dad, I don’t like working in the vineyard, and I have other things to do. So 

my answer is No. 
 

Narrator #2: But, as this son goes off to do his own thing, he realizes how disobedient he is 

being by not serving his father. He changes his mind and works in the vineyard. That same 

morning the father asks his younger son to pitch in.  
 

Dad: Son, I need your help with the grapes. The vines are trailing in the dirt and I need 

someone to tie them, or we could lose the whole crop. Would you help me today please? 
 

Narrator #1: The father barely has time to finish asking the question when the son gets up 

from the table, puts his hand on his Dad’s shoulder, and replies. 
 

Younger Son: I am happy to help, Dad. I’ll go get my work clothes on and meet you in the 

vineyard. 
 

Narrator #2: But as he walks away, he gets distracted and totally forgets to help his father.  
 

Narrator #1 Jesus is telling this story to the Jewish leaders, and asks them which son obeyed 

the Father? The leader responded, 
 

Jewish leader: The Older Son because he went to the vineyard. 
 

Narrator #2: This is a story about obedience. The Jewish leaders hadn’t listened and 

obeyed what John the Baptist had said about Jesus. So they were like the second son,   

saying they would work but not doing it.  Jesus is making the point that what we do counts 

much more than the promises we make.  



Lesson 7  
The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30) 

This is our seventh week learning all about the parables. I 

am so proud of you all for sticking with it and working hard 

to learn lessons from the stories Jesus told. We have learned 

what Heaven is like, what God is like, and what we should 

be like as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. Heaven is full of people who love and obey 

God. It’s better than anything we could ever imagine, and worth everything we could ever 

have in this life. God loves everyone. He patiently waits for people to repent of their sins and 

follow him, but he will punish those who choose not to follow him. He wants everyone to 

know the truth about his Son, Jesus, so everyone can love and obey him. As citizens of the 

Kingdom of God, we tell others about Jesus, forgive those who wrong us, and we obey the 

commands of the Lord.  Today we are going to learn that God gave each of us unique   

talents for the purpose of glorifying Him.  What talents did God bless you with and how can 

you use them to glorify God? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 





Lesson 8 
Small Story: The Story of the Good Neighbor (Luke 10:25-37) 

 



You tell the Story 

Draw the characters and describe what they did. 

Jesus used this parable to teach us a great lesson about loving others more than ourselves. 

And not just the people we like; we are even called to love our enemies. The main char-

acters in the story include the injured man, the Levite, the priest, the Samaritan. The         

Samaritans and the Levites were enemies, they did not like each other at all. Did you know 

that the injured man was a Levite too?  It was so sad that the priest passed him by but so 

did his own people. The Levite, one of his own left him there to die. But the Samaritan,      

his enemy was the one who showed compassion. He dressed his wounds, took him    

somewhere safe and even paid to have him cared for at the Inn without even expecting 

a thank you.  What are ways you can show kindness and  mercy to enemies in your life?   

Pray that God will give you a heart of mercy just like the Samaritan.  

The Priest  

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

The Levite 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

The Samaritan  

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 



Lesson 9  
Small Story: Lost Things Get Found (Luke 15:1-32) 

Does your school have a "Lost and Found?" I'm sure it does. Kids are        

always losing things. Early in the school year, there probably isn't very 

much in it, but it won't be very long until the "Lost and Found" is running 

over.  

Have you ever lost something that was really important to you? What 

did you do? Did you just say, "Oh well, no problem, I can always get an-

other one?" No, I imagine that you probably searched until you found 

what you had lost. In our Bible lesson today, Jesus tells two stories about 

people who have lost something very important 

to them. 

The student becomes the teacher! 

For our next activity you will need to split up into 3 

groups. Each group will be given a passage of 

scripture to read through, then you will get to     

present the story to the class and share what you 

learned. Fill in the spaces on the other page with 

either key information about your story or draw a 

picture.  

Group #1  Luke 15:1-7   Lost Sheep 

Group #2  Luke 15: 8-10   Lost Coin 

Group #3  Luke 15: 11-32  Lost Son 



The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

The Parable of the Lost Coin 

The Parable of the Lost Son 

Jesus told these stories to 

demonstrate God's love for us. 

We are God's children, but 

sometimes we get lost in our 

sin. When that happens, God 

doesn't give up on us. He 

searches for us and he won't 

stop until we are found. In 

fact, the Bible tells us that God 

sent his Son, Jesus, to seek and 

save the lost. 

Romans 3:23 says, “ For       

everyone has sinned; we all 

fall short of God’s glorious 

standard.” All of us have at 

one time or another, broken 

God’s law and chosen to do 

what we want to do rather 

than obey him. We have all 

been like the lost sheep, the 

lost coin, or the son who ran 

away from the Father. We are 

all sinners. Some of us have 

been found by God, meaning 

we love him and obey him. 

Some of us are still lost sinners, 

but we all need Jesus to save 

us. (John 3:16) If Jesus did not 

die on the cross for our sins, we 

would all be lost for good. 

Praise God that he sent his Son 

to die for us!  

Let’s pray… 

God, Thank you for loving me. 

Thank you for sending your 

Son to die on the cross for my 

sins so that I would no longer 

be lost and separated from 

you. Please come into my 

heart and help me to live and 

love like Jesus. Amen 
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